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ÅThe Queen's Baton Relay (òQBRó) is one of the Commonwealth Games 

most effective tools to deliver a pre -games publicity programme that 

generates positive media coverage and community awareness and 

support for the Games.

ÅThe QBR directly reaches people that may not otherwise be involved 

(as spectators etc) in the Commonwealth Games, allowing them the 

opportunity to be part of and support the Games.

ÅBy travelling through other Commonwealth Nations, the QBR also 
supports a sense of unity among the people of the Commonwealth.

ÅPast QBRs have been very well received and hosted by 

Commonwealth Nations, involving Heads of State, Royalty and senior 

government persons .

Introduction
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The Glasgow 2014 Queenõs Baton Relay is Scotlandõs heartfelt invitation

to the athletes, people and communities of the Commonwealth

to join together and celebrate sport, culture and unity
at the XX Commonwealth Games

The worldõs longest and most ambitious relay will:

ÅUnite the Commonwealth through sport and connect and involve its 

cultures and citizens , and especially young people;

ÅBe an exciting, dramatic and inclusive physical and digital countdown 

to the Games;

ÅShowcase what Scotland and Glasgow offer the world; and

ÅChampion the values, successes and spirit of the Commonwealth 

family.

Vision
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ÅThe Queenõs message is Her Majesty The Queenõs ômessage to the 

athletes õ.

ÅAt the launch of the QBR, HM The Queen places her message in the 
baton for the commencement of the QBR.

ÅThe message is kept secure within the baton and is not revealed during 

the QBR.

ÅAt the Games Opening Ceremony the final batonbearer hands the 

baton to HM The Queen, or Her representative, who then reads the 

message to the athletes and audience.

ÅThe Queenõs message typically references the Commonwealth, host 
nation, host city and the athletes. It ends with HM The Queen

declaring the Games open .

The Queenõs Message

4



The Queenõs Messages ðTypes
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Engraved gold leaf

Digital 

microchip

Paper scroll



ÅFor each edition of the Games, a new model of baton is created by the 

OC .

ÅThere is only one baton used in the QBR.

ÅThe design of the baton is one of the most important elements to the 

QBR. It is the icon of the Games and represents the host nation to the 

millions of people who will see it .

ÅThe baton typically seeks to represent the history of the host nation, its 

cultural heritage and traditions . The host nations diversity of religion, 

people, language and culture are often reflected in the batons design.

ÅOne of the key features of recent Games batons is the use of 

technological solutions to assist in delivering a ôwow factor õ.

The Queenõs Baton
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ÅMade from pure silver with gold 

trimming

ÅHollow and cylindrica l, to contain the 

Queen's Message

ÅA traditional Malay artefact, the 

'Gobek 'ða unique cylindrical areca 

nut -pounder widely used and displayed 

in Malay homes 

ÅThe motif for the baton incorporates 

the National Flower of Kuala Lumpur 

'Bunga Raya' (Hibiscus)

ÅQueenõs Message - written on a sheet 

of paper measuring 33.0 cm x 20.3 cm

Kuala Lumpur 1998 - Queenõs Baton
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ÅMade of machined aluminium with 

the handle plated for conductivity.

ÅThe Queenõs message was written on 

paper and held in a capsule inserted 

into the top of the baton.

ÅInside the handle, ECG sensors 

detected and monitored the runnerõs 

pulse rate, conveying the pulse rate 

to a series of LEDs that then ôpulsatedõ
in time with the runnerõs pulse rate.

ÅThe baton expressed both the 

uniqueness of the individual and the 

common rhythm of humanity.

Manchester 2002 - Queenõs Jubilee Baton
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ÅElegant, curved form was inspired from 

the physical form of athletes arching 

forward as they strive for success.

ÅGold tip reflected Melbourneõs elegance 

and grandeur and the important role the 

metal has played in the cityõs history and 

prosperity. Magnesium was used in the 

front panel.

Å71 lights on the front of the baton 
represented the 71 nations of the 

Commonwealth that the baton visited.

ÅLights progressively lit up as the baton 

arrived in each Commonwealth nation, 
symbolising the gathering of the nations.

ÅGPSand Video Camera .

Melbourne 2006 - Queenõs Baton
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ÅThe shape and design of the baton was 

created using a triangular section of 

aluminium, twisted in the form of a helix .

ÅThe colour scheme showcased ôsoilsõ from 

every region of India .

ÅAt the top, a precious jewellery box 

contained the Queenõs message which 

was micro -calligraphy laser engraved 

onto a miniature 18 carat gold leaf .

ÅPhoto Camera ; Sound Recorder ; GPS.

ÅLEDswhich changed into the colours of a 

nations flag whilst in that nation.

ÅSMS: messages could be sent to the 

baton and were posted on the website.

Delhi 2010 - Queenõs Baton
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ÅFriday August 16 was the momentous day that the Glasgow 2014 

Queenõs Baton was revealed to the public for the very first time.

ÅAfter much anticipation, the official reveal took place at Glasgowõs 

iconic Riverside Museum on the banks of the River Clyde.

ÅClyde , the Official Glasgow 2014 Mascot , and a security team 

escorted the baton to the event where it was unveiled to a 

cheering crowd.

Glasgow 2014 ðThe Reveal of the Baton
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ÅThe baton embodies Glasgow and 

Scotlandõs culture, history and 

innovation in its design and 

construction.

ÅFor the first time ever, the message 

forms the visual core of the baton 
design - illuminated from within, yet 

unreadable until the Opening 

Ceremony .

ÅThe baton is 615mm high, 80mm wide 

at the widest point and weighs 1.6kg

ÅThe baton was designed by Glasgow -
based 4c Design in collaboration with 

Scottish school students and the design 

community .

Glasgow 2014 - Queenõs Baton
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Glasgow 2014 - Queenõs Baton
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The handle

The lattice 

frame and 

the Queenõs 

message

The puzzle 

mechanism

The granite 

ôgemstoneõ


